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are preparing for the public with all convenient speed,
in order to give your countrymen some notion what
kind of science the highest Philosophy is. For though
the word Metaphysics is a word we hear almost every
day, yet I do not know one writer in English who ap-
pears to have a distinct idea of it, nor indeed is it well
possible to have such without studying more diligently
than any body now does, except yourself and perhaps
one or two more, the works of Aristotle, who, among
other great services that he has done to Philosophy,
has fixed better than any other the boundaries of the
several Sciences. More particularly he has very accurately
distinguished the First Philosophy from every subaltern
Science, and from Dialectic among others, with which
it appears to me that his master Plato has confounded it.
For the Dialectic of Plato, so far as I can understand his
meaning, is neither the Logic nor Dialectic of Aristotle,
nor is it his Metaphysics ; nay I do not think that it has
any determined subject. But it is a method of investi-
gating accurately and philosophically any subject what-
soever ; and accordingly Plato practises it upon some of
the lowest Subjects, as (in the Sophist) if you remember,
upon the fishing Art.

My morning conversations with you turn my mind
so much towards metaphysical speculations that I in-
quired about a book that I had heard much of, but
never read; I mean Berkeley, Bishop of Cloyne's book
against the existence of Matter. I found it in London,
and have read it, and I cannot help saying that it is
as poor a piece of sophistry as ever I saw composed
by a man who seems to be in earnest; though I remember
to have heard David Hume say that his arguments
are absolutely unanswerable. I am persuaded that if
he had studied Sextus Empiricus well, he would have
found there much stronger arguments in support ofy
